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conducted by leaden pipes into kitchens or cellars, three times a week for
the trifling expence of three shillings per quarter.... The intelligent foreigner
cannot foil to take notice of these useful particulars which are almost peculiar
to London.123
There were many things that Paving and Improvement Acts did not
do. It is clear from the tenor of the Acts and from the descriptions of
the rookeries of London that there were courts and alleys outside the
range of paving commissioners and their surveyors. Nothing but re-
building could have reclaimed such places. But a good deal of demolish-
ing and opening of thoroughfares was provided for in the Acts and
some dreadful places disappeared. They did not deal with the slaughter-
ing of animals in markets and in private slaughter-houses (under the
same roof as dwelling-houses) in thickly-populated districts. They did
not touch the terrible abuse of overcrowded graveyards and the * poor's
holes9 or open pits for pauper coffins.124 But they made London cleaner
and drier and transformed its aspect and they were a rudimentary edu-
cation to Londoners in some of the decencies of life.
Appalling as was the state of things revealed by the nineteenth-
century reports (1840-5) on the sanitary state of towns it can hardly be
doubted that the state of London was far worse in the eighteenth cen-
tury. It is true that as rookeries were pulled down their wretched in-
habitants went to new slums such as Somers Town, Agar Town, the
newer parts of Bethnal Green, Lambeth and Walworth, but these were
at least built rather in streets than in labyrinths of courts and passages.
Francis Place had no doubt that the new districts were better than the
old rookeries. He writes in November 1832:
To Walworth on business, and this being a damp, drizzling, rainy, dis-
agreeable day, I resolved to make a tour among the habitations of the poor
and see how they looked.... The space between the Walworth Road and the
Kent Road is nearly filled with streets of very small houses, many of four
rooms - others of six, eight or more, houses let at from £16 to £35 a year.
Many of these streets are unpaved, laving gravelled footpaths,... some are
paved. The houses are in all sorts of conditions — some new, some in a bad^
some in a very bad state. But the streets are none of them narrow, and as they
are inhabited by poorer and poorer people and are smaller and lower, they
are proportionally wider.... Some of diem ate of considerable width - as
much I think as thirty feet, and one or two, the houses in which are only one

